
ffimgiim j si n m tvj j - i ijj

Ci

fMmmw

MBil wfkW

mi TtrifiiTh i i rl la M -- iJfeMWt

To theatregoers and theatre managers
11 6 1 Heek proved a somewhat serious dis-
appointment

¬

neither the artlstl nor the
financial standards coming RTiJl bJ

cxpecuiiiots
class people sudden ost rrrpamiliility

Sothern consequent rniorty mlflonslr
consnruiea injcctni

beginning course Sothern
poor actor productions

seeing supporting lW lh taTi SSSiJ
company Invariably excellent Then
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liad been In lij ge comes to
both The Bell and
Musketeer were lntoerablc Because of jlac cisnl stry measure reuards

the darkness of house her
lMe IlJ 1t farthing thequestion resulted In considerable uttemwt htartachp and hu

Ury Jots The vandcillle tlie fqirecsrfnl
bill cut ot the Held at the time VZS
and thus amusement loving playing in this tonn actor
obliged to choose tausical comedy J1 f13eddle neu srapeis dcroiratorvand cheap melodrama Mr The aetor him rif Ver mjre
their entertainment The Man In the employed than sin he

fmtcT-- JJV he Manfitld lartsiieldMoon promised to ore JlanfieW voice Mansfield
raeritJrious that the has ality and conardlr oozes from
brought at the Columbia It did not
give general tatisfaetlon but the recclpt3
kept at high water mark

Three a rather enjoyable
piece was well done at the Lafayette and j

drew fair sized audiences usual
suffered even temporary sus-

pension of powerful competitor the
Grand not serving to force diversion Eeek

to DcvUi Island wretched combi
nation tatlle tiap play aid incompetent
players Miacos City Club kept tie
ticket rack Kernans In an empty state
end the minor platform pcrfoxn
ances were reasonably attended The aver- -
age of the week not discouraging
merely disappointing

The privilege of witnessing presenta
tions of Three Little LamtV and of The
Man In the Moon must have con

loced Washlngtonians that the saving in
gredient In such ccncottlons is the culi-
nary theatrical spice known as- - ginger

score that bright and catchy book
that is full of hurry and bustle lyrics
that Jingling and sjirls who
are pretty and vivacious comedians of
some Ingenuity liberal display of
starred and striped bunting da more
for such production than might done
by all the scholarly composition and high

voices In creation Without the
and the bunting the ginger and the sirs

Little Lambs would liave proved
a serious The Man la the M00H Jr

doleful affair
Tie Barset and W Corliss

piece a genuinely pleasing compila-
tion and jet could have been written by
any reasonably clever penay-a-lin- cr lu
Jiewiipapcr circles originality wa3 that
which might be shown In map makiug
history recording Mr Uarnet apparently
had worked on the Idea that
thievery less despicable than retail for
several ot the Interpolated already
had been to advantage the late
and very much lamented Joseph Miller

melodies charmingly tuneful
were equally reminiscent Only Reginald

Koven who once adapted The Man

as imaie comic opera
could pose a plaglarlstic competitor of
Mr Corliss Lola Little
was slmrly Linger Longer Lucy with
occasional misplaced cote The plot of

Thiee Little Lambs was absolutely un-
fathomable But the offering bad a dozen

delightful burlesque Becky Sharp find1ilLilJtogether necessities
described above rendered truly Inter-
esting

Tfle worst fault of Tho Man In the
Moon Jr Its magnitude the mag-
nitude everything from the produc-
tion to the press agents prevarications
1olk who went the Columbia dis-
appointed They had been led expect
magnificent scenery beautiful effects

players They saw a presenta-
tion adequate but not unusual Then
too the numerous excellent triilcs In the
vehicle were positively burled beneath

mass wholly valueless rubbish Had
Louis Harrison and Stanislaus Stange
taken their theme couple of their trav-
esties the first of the Sain Bernard mono-
logues and a few ballets they might have
fashioned au cxtraranganza satisfactory
the most captious matters were
those In attendance were so tired by the
worthless Interpolations that they were
never In the mood appreciate the bet-
ter portions

Both pieces however have made money
according current doctrines that

fact disposes reason criticism
Apropos of Sundays Interview with

Katlierinc Grey who then explained the
basts of her recent legal proceeding
against Richard Mansfield the atten

article by James ODonnrll Ben
tictt recently printed In tho Chicago
Journal Three things prompt the re-
production of the essay first the fact
that present circumstances give dispute

interest second desire to be
altogether fair last but not least
the extreme cleverness of Mr Bennetts
remarks The publication which was
headed The Lady and the Lawsuit fol-
lows

Tb usual biennis attempt loot Jtr Mans-
field treasury abaut due and histrionic
mediocrity from Jowled loafers
lliatto scene

opry house licking its
the prospect teeing great

tnorc humiliated harassed
At curt merits present conten--io- n

that Ian field both tool
Scute something a kn
Impossible ak srlUi entire certainty

Tbc fair prosoculrix-to-- l io desires
areratcd frcliagt golden balm tune

1300 done al talking far
Sir Mansfields version tale he

Tires which lie srill net present
natter la quite a different aspect

Meanwhile lady talks njcMlr and at
srney the dlsiinirulshed Abie Humme who

ass waslied more dirty linen for acting
rsslon other living laundtrcr lifts
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elcquept shoulders remirk that Mr Manffield
lu 4at least unChcu rtldJian
conduct

rraomble explanation thl jirrdllection
umiM wlikli cliamctrrlrm Jlr
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tcm tnentj how houses
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pudence he sue trusted
caught deal ticket speculators and
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evcTT aratence lie siieats conerrairn- - M t
cocfrnr a efnl aemt vcho diitnbutcs
tyicwriitin screids of the same ttnor once was
a well paid empm e of tlie masters

Jli ex nrrdnsM seem alnays to find a market
for their scurrilities

-- unrg ilr Slansfieltls engagement here a
ago 1 was sitting Mr Hamlins office at

J l ra noue wnen one w th ccntn
who Lad just been discharged tor dnwkrnne4
lurrlied into the room

I hare heairt drivers of irmr trains express
their sentiments In moments of desiair an J anx
iety lut I wstr heard anytime at all to com

re the remarks of this player for genera
villain- - vutMitr and wikcne He cursedthe Mansr eid stocic toot Wancii and flower
and afttr licng gtntlv evYtrd carried his ueto pmesionaI and nen profeional friends tar
rying in cur midst good while by the way becausj nn self repectlrc manajcr would touchrum with a fair of tones

It Is p pm nje5 raaligaant InrLMting csttle
fronT discharged understrapper diirruMlsJ play

acmis ami ralmis
si i dtlon wnleti Iies Itiehanlto Z Mad rnfflsu emanatesrbeve mc ard I know the man l whohii touched awl uplifted the heart of somanrthotfands is no rav ning Jekrll Hydr nor docshe perfoin the lorellrst and most unselft h henefacttons one moment to liecome the wanton jn
tuller of women the next

That he has a hich temper and is easily de
Iiressed or exalted is quite trne If I werentot thai erlranfreful limtenntrs lemperamenl notemoody and now iride cent l3etie feelinslie srouldnt able to giec yoir the wonderful
creations he does His nenes epiiirr n Mionsirely
to esery gnstr vaie of feeling He murs outthe liest of liiniclf for our amaaiaent and de
IufM and --parrs no nana- - of grief or joy thatsliaI make tle mimicry ring true A doctor
told me not lore co tliat it was ireyond hiscompn liTuion liow a man could play the lastact of Cyrano for a whole 11 with theEre and aUnoon Jlr Ianfield iiplais and not
Co mad He Is a nerte nlit il 11
and was ccre idfrini tlie matter in the lteht ofms sprctai snowjeelge

But the actor who does ser complelelr tire his
iram-n- to his art and lo I Is nAMle -ees so thrill us when lie is in gowl spirfu andgs when his cw u iMw iicannot induiee himself in a brewv ebuiliiiLn

ul ii mane mock iiom orcend or the country to the other
ror one 1 wrould like to atmut as wellas know about some of bis secrvt benefattions

I should like you te krsiw of tlie prtttv tarti s
hfc WiKHschildren s many ot wNim regard him as- vw - d T ne out of t book I siould likewinit

a

the

vou hear only of Ids bitins sarcasms toknow the good kindly deedi he mformed
in ue uajs tun he ate the bied of discuiuntand a lrtrsity vben he went hungry and vameanly clad ard cold He did not wait for the
coming of renown ard riches to lie a ten pre cntaid to them tliat uere troulleil

He --harcd his cnist and divide his cloak
lurmisr inese llunjrs sou will It

the on t d i0
--and these with the those L1 fnl r nUi tha

to

aiid

and to
of

an

and

blue

yet

a

may

than

lin

with

prcs

jcar

with

wrll

cifis

hert

Tifls Kth

think-

who never adiiurd oie single rwtable
ii- wmrcr ms immiate constanta d lalrtus tutelage slnuld lift their hands

jminsi him tliat c should be the thining markloot and spite
It was so with tbe great Garrick Indeed

wicn isnt it so
Thtr s have come lo a pass wiare amliodr nntIy can call Mr MansfleM a niftan aiidgain some measure of credence
fhrrc lie may U hut he distinctly is not afoolnot m and lw does possess a very nromirnrcd sense of the rldieulous Hence sou inaiaccount it a faet that there Iiss been sruue verstail exaggeration in the interviews whieli thargehim Willi Uv1ng flaunted himself a

and thercice privileged to say tr do anr lawl
lcs thine- he pases

TUt Jlr MnsSeld should regaid lilnistlf asone endowed with somewhat mote than ordinary
gifts is quite likclc

He could hardly cacajie liavng an Inkbrg ofthat fact
lcn o sane and crntle a soul -- s Kllen Terry

confessed to soipethins like tlie same lmi
concerning herself in the course of an hours talk
she had with an interviewer the oilier dav

I will not dsir she said that there hatebeen time when I felt there was somcthiiif-- slajut
mc some gift or spell wlieh gave me a strange
power over mv auicnrcs

Now alter tliat naive confession hall we all
join batds and Jump upon gentle rJlen

Hardly
Somtthinar like tlut I fancy Mr tIancftM mar

have said but tliat be uttered tue Ileholdi
emus lluw vtsw llow Wow rot thit his fair

twosecutrlx-to-li- credits him with do not lwtion of The Times has been called toj Hve For you see he lias a m e of humor

eating
chopi

a

of

ia

and a keen annreciatlon of the In-

however he cicrcised this appreciation and to
f i

discomhturtuiKjn repcrter who
iii u niiw ins at a t tucinnatitheatre with the hriillint question- - How dayou regard yourself as an actor

Jlr Manifield witliout rmting a ali cracked
back wilh 0 I think Im the ceatest uuu
since Carrie Tlie dancer In answerine- a for
re conlins to Ms folly was aptly illustrated in
this Instance 1or this particular fool didnt
lainrl as per expectation but went his asininewar and riutrd the quip in chilling- type

Mr Mansfield lias cfren confessed that his
nerves get liorribly janacd and he once told me
he was an infernally liard man tj work with
Some such remark as that has lcen twisted into
the grnius rubbish the papers have
been making so much of you may Is-- sure

who lias witnessed the almost miracu
lous manifestations of crass stupidity made Ly
averrce actors at rehearsal cannot w ender tbtthe raore lhan arerare actor the str In nini

trives theni from time to time the rough edge- -
ftf lit VniiJ 1 hl ukww it jur bowu monee
to see some weiid Krfoiioance if be didntFr my own part I often wonder he doesntkill cm

The Times cannot agree with Mr nen
nett in all the opinions be has expressed
cannot agree with anyone who endeavors
to reflect upon Mis Greys character as
an artist but It Is willing lo concede that
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much of the scandal cyclone that always
has rased about Mr Mansfield is due to
the motion of personally conducted elec-
tric

¬

fans

Iast Sundays theatrical by
the way has quite marto necessary tho
founding of a

column Tlicro has been
an astonishing Influx of communications
relative to the article on excessive charges
at places of amusement for example and
several of the letters received show con-
siderable

¬

bitterness As usual the ma-
jority

¬

are anonymous but a few of tho
signed will sene to show how strongly
many localites feel on tho subject One
correspondent sas
To the Kditnr of Tlie TlniM

Allonr me to ttli hott much I ipprcciate our
recrnt irmirts on the price ot ffjls at UaJiuiif
ten liUnhmi 1 am like thousands of oLher
a pf3r man who rnjoyti a good liook and a god I

drama In common with the ulhcrnoicrfr
I air Mldtm aMr lo attend the latter in com
luny uitli my itc lxcjuc the ratw in tojiic
arc practically p ohiliitory and because the svm
iVmandcd for t hom s of such diverAioti ili
pay for sulllcir t trraturc to last for weets
Uelicsc me the Ujrtmcnls Iiere contain nunr
lottrs of the llicalre nhi are H mv nllrht We
do not thini that actors who apimr elRKhere
at I or 150 o uortli JI50 or in Washing
Ion Can you it help to hrirer alout a more
rcasonaUc state of affairs heref

W A MOOItE
C O blrect northeast

Another writer says
To the Kditor of The Times

I liae just finished reading your article on tlie
raies ci tne local theatres and cannvt refrain
from endorsing- it I loS am unable to see whv

any attraction dn at a first class hoirw is a
firt ciass atlrattion and I do not lieiiese that

like William Oillclte should rian it-

Ki tljt obtain for iilas like TIe I

gen-- mridtcs
seas

- I i00 rri u bolds
worth and 11X Hole
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comment

i

a

demanding i for the lonner In the West no
farce Is prea ntcd at oscr 1 it the let seats in
toe iiuuiionuRi n t MKXClIt

Tlie Arlinston
Both epistles are entirely pertinent and

the attitudes taken secra JustlfleJ Thero
are about three stars in this country who
have reason to make 12 rates and theroare not over fifteen at whose performances
chain are worth 150

And then while devoting space to
Ifeart-to-Hea- rt Talks some one who

signs himself Manager writes to admit
mat ne agrees with The Times policy ot
honest criticism but tint he thinks thepaper sets too high a standard for attrac-
tions

¬

There is no such thing as too high a
standard for attractions Either a play
concerning which suggestions are made
can be improved cr It cannot If It can-
not

¬

there U np reason for tho suggestions
and the criticism can be successfully dis-
puted

¬

If a moderate expenditure of mind
or money would benrtlt the piece how-
ever

¬

that expenditure should be arranged
and both the public nnd the author should
be glad of the opportunity The Idea of
any standard being la high Is arrant
nonsense

The dramatic editor of The Times is ja re-
ceipt

¬

of an original poem penned by Otis
Skinner and entitled My Daughters Val
entlne Matinee girls who are shacked at
the infonnatlcn that Mr Skinner owns to
a daughter old enough to care for valn
tincs that do not come In the form of
teething ring3 will Dnd consolation in the
discovery that really claims
ii iim n eii climbed proverbial of fame

MuvvUll siv tilSSSiUIWI ein falrlw lMlrln nhnA IA- -
tven thru the cark efwinlis dark
Two Pig luighl hlaik ejes shine

Like stars alrfive
Tis Cornelia lore

Jy little Valentine

Tear not aweetlicart tin were apart
That other forms than thine

3akc me luHrue
To senl--t- o ecu

My sweetest Valcntice

Tor Irsd crown --sf Tarrit gcd
Or holy jeweled shrine

Id give my store
And millions more

To be tour altntinc

And when Old Timi stall reap my j ears
And siherrd locks arc mire

Clod crant to me
Ymi sill sliall tie

Vour fathers valentine

Seriously Mr Skinner would do well to
look Into the history of the man who Is
reputed to have made a fortune by vtrlting
lines for valentines

At last tho purists who believe that
public morals are best regulated by tho
liollcc have had their way and Hga
Ncthersole has been arrested charged with
giving an indecent performance Shades
of David Garrick but Alphonse Daudet
mutt have bem tempted to turn flip flops
In his grave at learning that the ttory
which he dedicated to his son has really
shocked a city tliat during three years

found is enjoyment In such theatrical
offerings as The Conquerors Tlie Girl
From Paris The Teltphono Girl The
Turtle Mile Flfl Zaza Naughty
Anthony The Cuckco The Girl From
Maxims Wheels Within Wheels The
Degenerates Make Way for the Ladles
and CoraJie Co Dressmakers

Singularly enough whenever there U an
outcry against the morals of stage people
and after all the morals of players arc
the business of no one else tho notorious-
ly

¬

respectable workers of the theatre keep
quiet and the notoriously otherwise do
the protesting This was true when Clem-
ent

¬

Scotts famous article appeared and
it was true recently when a well
known hotel keeper refuted to lodge thon
girls Now V F Mackay the father of
Charles and Edward Mackpy and a former
actor of repute has accused managers of
commercialism and rcpiles are coming
from the usual unexpcclcd sources Alf
Havman rcmatks that Charles Fiohman
has produced plavs at great expense sim ¬

ply because he thought they were artistic
Wilbur Bates says the verity that our
firm staged Ben Hur on a chance not
knowing whether or not such a religious
theme would be acceptable to the public
shows that they do not cater to depravity
Noble Charles Frohman Noble noble
Klaw-- Erlanger Will some one please
discover the argument urged against Mr
Mackay by Brady Zlcgfcld who pre-
sented

¬

Papas Wife by David Delascii
who wrote Naughty Anthony and hy
Dorc Davidson who is to btar Julia Morri-
son

¬

However Immorality on the stage it
not more objectionable than Is complete
Idiocy If the New York Manhattan
has made a reputation for offering
dirty farces Washington a houso th
seasons bookings at which when Short
Acres and Sccrsl service have been ex-
cepted have consisted entirely of such In-
telligent works as are The King of the
Opium Ring The White Heather Twc
Jolly Rovers When London Sleeps

Flnnlgans Ball Have You Seen
Smith McFaddens Row of Flats Su
perba A Hot Old Time Through thi
lireakers A Female Drummer SI
Hopkins A Wise Guy Tlie King o
Rogues The Evil Eye The Gunner
Mate Over the Fence Devllo Island
and The Queen of Chinatown Howi
that for high art

And the Strakosh Opera Company whlcl
Is coming to the Lafayette Is to demam
J1E0 apiece for best seats This Is more
than a stock organization erer has nskc
In Washington It Is precisely twice whai
the Castle Square people exacted either a
the Lafayette or the Columbia and Mr
Strakojch never prored his troupe to

bo the equal of that which contained
Joseph Shcehan Lizzie Macnichol Grace
Golden Raymond Hitchcock Arthur
Wopley William Stewart Gertrude Quin
lan and a scene painter

FRIENDS OP LAST WEEK

Somehow or other It seems that stage
folk should take success anil antl fal si-

multaneously
¬

Just as soon as the av ¬

erage actress comes Into prominence she
begins putting on airs and avoirdupois at
an astonishing rate- - May Irwin and Ma-

rie
¬

Dressier and Mrs Leslie Carter and
Minnie Maddcrn Flske all have grown
stout as their box office receipts have In-

creased
¬

last week the Influence was de-
cidedly

¬

noticeable At the Lafayette In
Three Lfltle Lambs there was Nellie

Brnggins who used lo sing and dance
gracefully In Three Dragoons pos ¬

itively wabbling through a slmnle nas- -
seul and shaking the house with her every
step And In The Man In the Moon
Jr one had a revelation in Helen Iird my money a

wasjwhjen Miss Lord bright memory Finally went

1 T Wf mmmmtt

jfeaTW4fcs3pJTrr3rsaajgaiyii

cm it iuMiit ms no v
llnnnllililsi lresrnlntlon of Tli Violin ilic Iolunililn

low On and looked demure and Innocent
enough to pose ns heroine of a Gold-

en
¬

Hair ditty Hut as Jm lie t would
say things js different now The for-
mer

¬

Salvation Army lassie cannot weigh
a pound under 10 and she looks a trifle
less demure than might a eat with Us
whiskers full of cream AH this lias hap
pened JIlis Lord was here with
Hugh Mortons comedy and as she hasthe actor has

s the lidderv nxlrf n -

I

I

has

mere

has

has

The

Fol- -

St UIU IUUIUW liC lik
notebook reading

Kiisii- - ikiit
Kngaccd for title-- role in llelle of New

York IT
Considerable applause on first night 17
Pleasant newstupef notices in Iloston I 1
Compare to IMa May in Philadelphia 10
Unpaged to 1 follow iis Whalley in Tl

Mar i if
Which comment doubtless Is friv-

olous
¬

and but which certtinly
seems pertinent In view of th2 embonpoint
of the persons mentioned

In all possible seriousness however lo-

calites
¬

had ever reason to be astonished
last week at the work of Marie Cahl I tho
Phyllis Argyle of Three Little Laral- -

It is not too much to say tint Mis
Cahlll with Raymond Hitchcock and
Edmund Lawrence was the life of the
performance The chic and shapely young
woman Is comparatively new to Washing ¬

ton too or if she Is not never before
made a hit of sufficient Importance to tp
remembered here In the first of Ihe trio
of title roles In the It A Itarnet offering
she was delightful Her spirit and bright ¬

ness pervaded the entertainment she sang
well and she was funny without apparent
cfforL When the burlesque on Bceky
Sharp was reached Miss proved
herself possessed of genuine ability A
closer ami yet a more amusing mimicry of
Mrs Fitke could not have been Imagined
In voice and manner and gesture the com ¬

edienne almost became marvelous ac-

tress
¬

whose Tcss of the DLrbervilIe3
wou her a pre eminent place In her pro e3
slon The auditor might have closed his
ejes at the end of the Iifayeite travesty
and have thought that he heard Mrs Flske
repeating Im done for Im done for
Miss Cahills career will be worth watch-
ing

¬

While Puck and Judge are being
published weekly and every icnth jester
has n parody that deserves stolen It
Is singular that variety monnloglsts will

by the same jokes and fungi that
have served them for decades The only
pisslble excuse for Lew Palmers present
act which Is being shown with the Mlaco

City Club Is a i entlmental respect for
old age Mr Palmi ra introductory ditty

I Happened to Be There has b en heard
here semi monthly ever since the prcmlero
of Hotel Topsy Turvy and his Imita-
tions

¬

have not varied a trifle in the many
years during which lie has been before
public Such material does not resemble
vine In the effect that time has upon It
and Mr saltncr cither should attempt
something less familiar or shiuid stei
down and out This is an age of progres-
sion

¬

evett in specialty wurk

CHATS WITH THE PLAYERS

In my estimation the funniest role
jver written Is that of Shjlock

The statement was made in the lobby of
the Rlggs House by Raymond Hitchcock
and it produced the effect that might have
been anticipated J H Corning an en-

thusiastic
¬

Btudeut of the drama and a
friend of the comedian heard It
and gasped for breath Two casual
listeners pulled hard at
cigars Tho Times man who

their
was

interviewing Mr Hitchcock smothered his
surprise and remarked Of course jou
are thinking of some particularly clever
burlesque

Not at all was the reply The part
I havo in mind was conceived by the late
lamented William Shakespeare and put
into a playcalled The Merchant of Ven-

ice
¬

It is a generally coureded fact that
originally the character was suppoed to
be comic every tendency of tbc piece and

the period pointing In that direction
But whether the Bard intended Shylock
as of no there Is no creation lit
his works that can bo rendered to laugh-
able

¬

Without departing the lines
or traditional business the courtroom
scene Is convertible Into howling farce
So too arc- the dialogues between the
Jew and Antonio the Jew and tbe Jessica

and the Jew and Lattncelot Gobbo Cer-
tainly

¬
you can understand the humorous

possibilities of the speeches Imagine
Dave Warflcld going through tho pound
of flesh portion of the effort knife nnd
scales in hand i tell you the opportunl
tltes are so that a single slip will
transform the role I should know where-
of

¬
I speak for I have cssaed Shyock fre-

quently
¬

Here was reason for astonlshmcrnaymond Hitchcock the David Tooke of
Three Little I ambs having attempteda part that had called forth the bet Ideasof Sir Henry Irving arid that had complete-

ly
¬

baffled Edwin Booth Vou essayed
Shylock exclaimed the reporter

I did quoth Mr Hitchcock Like-
wise

¬
the principal characters In The

TIcket-of-Lcav- o Man Tho Corsican
Brothers and Uncle Toms Cabin Itwas In the early days of my career and
the case was that of the fool and his desire
to go wncre angels fear to tread I had
journeyed from Auburn where all consid-
ered

¬

me a prodigy and had reacted New
York with hopes that were destined to fade
I failed utterly In the endeavor to secure
an engagement and became

Time warbled spot In my I
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on the rbad with a or-
ganization

¬

and then assumed the roles I
have mentioned Subsequently I was
monclogtst In a minstrel troupe and clown
with a circus My first real chance canio
when I was playing Prince Caramel In
The Princess Toto A fellow who had a

venture saw- - me and decided that he want-
ed

¬
mc The piece In question was entitled

Charleys Uncle and the remainder ot
the cast was composed of such folk as
Jane Stewart and Ted Henley I expect ¬

ed an awful- - tumble but Instead I made
a hit and I have never been obliged to ask
for employment since

Any ambition to ard returning to legi-
timate

¬

parts queried the gossip gatherer
Fin a comedian asweretl Mr Hitch-

cock
¬

And The Times critic fancied that he
found a double meaning in the claim

Maggie Cllne-- declares that If there never
had been a J W Kelly The RolllnsT MI
Man th world would havn missed the
tale of Mr McClusky and his career In the
squared circle

You see it wa3 this way observed
Miss Cllne when after frequent attempts
The Times reporter cornered her late on
Saturday night a nick ago at the Regent

Ten years back come thU Easter
Sunday I was booked to sing at To-
ny

¬

Pastors Theatre In New York
for the benefit of a friend The
days before I wa devoting to Philadel-
phia

¬

and one afternoon J W Kelly the
famous wit and ditty writer remarked to
me Marguerite I have a song which I
have len using for a fortnight and which
I think Is particularly well adapted to jourpeculiar vocal methods I call It Trow
Him Down McGinty I know there has
been an oversiipply of McGintys but I
believe my stuff is Just a little better than
the rest will you try It

I will answered I but Ill change
the nnme I once knew a bad Irishman
called McClusky It youll consent to mv
adopting him Ill try the song at Pastors
next sunuay -

from the Interviewer
Well you know the remainder Maggie

Cllne and her fame are Irrevocably linked
to the story of McClusky and his strug-
gle

¬

And Arrah Go On Youre Only Fool-
ing

¬

this also from the newspaper rep-
resentative

¬

I dont use It any more In fact Ive
forgotten the words I have such bad
memory There Talking to jou has
made mo disregatd my doctors orders
which ars that I must take a good rest
after every performance Im dreadfully
nervous

Truly wondered the gossip gatherer
Sure Im really as shaky a3 N my

friend Mr Mansfield only no one will be ¬

lieve me and t dct get any sympathy
You certainly can see how nervoiu I am
cant jou

Well
There youre as skeptical as the

others Im going upstairs for my naD
Recollect Im almost a vreck

And tho vocalist laughed as the elevator
carried her heavenward

Edgar Blxley a Washington boy who
was seen last week at Kernans Is an in
telligent fellow and one of tho best story-
tellers

¬

Imaginable On Wednesday night
In his dressing room the comedian waxed
reminiscent concerning his stage experi-
ence

¬

I tried everything In the busi-
ness

¬

he declared before I struck what
seems to be my real line I did a mono-
logue

¬

and n singing specialty and a musi-
cal

¬

turn None of the lot created an Im-
pression

¬

Now- - I am In burlesque though
some day I hope to reach higher In the
profession

And Mr Ilixley smiled
Queer hy the way how a reputation

for lightness bars the road to more earn ¬

est achievements ho continued
Once a man becomes known as a merry-

maker
¬

he is obliged to conquer his aspi-
rations

¬

and stick to his original
trade This Is true not only of actors but
of authors Charles Hoyt and George
Urnadhurst both are examples of the fact
The Last Chapter failed wholly because
Mr Broadhurst also was responsible for
Wbt Happened to Jones And yet the

first thing that he bad produced was full
of weeps the Speculator No person can
bold a mask In either hand Apropos
Have you heard Mr Broadhursts story on
Mr Hoyt The yarn telli that tho cele-
brated

¬

satirist used to own a rural thea-
tre

¬

that be lost half b possessions In
running It and that finally he staked hi
all In bringing on a famous humorist Tbe
house vas crowded for the occasion but

just a j this fellow waj about to appear atelegram was given hltu and having read
It he declined to come forward My wifes
mother is dead he explained I loved her
dearly I cannot speak onlght At last
however he was Induced to tender his own
apologies The monologist accordingly
went upon the platform The tears wen
streaming down his face I am sorry he
said but I must disappoint you this even ¬

ing My mother-in-la- has Just died
Thats good commented a rustic In the
third row The crowd laughed for ten
minutes What more do you want In the
way of proof of what I havo urged I

In a room at the Cordon so filled wltli
marine pictures that the ordinary land-
lubber

¬

bad only to look about him in order
to understand the miseries of sea sickness
The Times man met Adelo Ritchie He
did not seek to explain the presence of the
waterscapes by asking Mlsi Ritchie ir she
had recently joined the V C T TJ but
hearing a street piano murdering tho Sot
dlers In the Park song from A Runaway
uin queried about that

Tcs returned MIsa nitchle the
march you have mentioned was my first
genuine succesi though I had dnne rood

j work before In The Mandarin anil other
curaic operas rne melody of thj bit Is in-
spiring

¬

and the Infusion of some dash and
vigor made it a triumph producer for me
Of course thla The Man Behind the Gun
in Three Little Lambs Is not Its equal
though the music Is exceedingly clever
when It Is considered that E V Corlias
13 an amateur Originally William T

I Carieton the Dakota Dick ot the presen
tation rendered the vrrseij but when I
Joined the company the task was assigned

o me It is a task for a march song must
be articulated and articulation is dreadful-
ly

¬
hard on the throat Mine Is In so bad

a condition hat I quit the troupe en Sat ¬

urday for a va atlon perhaps for all time
Rtnce I am thoroughly disgusted with pre ¬

valent conditions If I do decide to leave
I dont know just what I shall do- - I may
appear In Charles Frohrtans exploitation
of The Rose of Persia In any case I
suppose I shall have another O Listen to
the Band selection The Dest thing of that
sort Ivc heard this seatcn is In The

mcor although Helen Redmond Is too
statuesque to get everything possible out
of It

And while on the subject of the voice
I want you to say a few- - words to the gen-
tleman

¬

who declared that I sang off the
key on Monday I may have done so but
If I did the fault was entirely with the
theatre The acoustics cf tho Lafayette arc
simply dreadful nnd the fact that the
orchestra Is under the stage doesnt help
matters In the least I very rarely make
mistakes of that kind and you may tell
your assistant so with my compliments

Talk about It exclaimed Sam Ber-
nard

¬

when a reporter asked for the de-

tails
¬

of the accident that nearly cost him
hl3 sight a fortnight ago In Philadelphia
Talk about It

The comedian was seated on a trunk In
hist room at the Regent while Louis Wes-
ley

¬

another entertainer and Paul Schlnd
ler the musical director of the The Man
In the Moon Jr organization lounged
about in true Bohemian fashion The vis-
itor

¬

occupied a section of bed
Talk about it continued Mr Bernard

doing so The thing happened In the
middle of a performance I wa chatting
with Wesley and trying to get rid of my
putty nose which I don t wear In tho
burlesque on Romeo and Juliet An In-

vitation
¬

card on the table attracted my
attention and I started to scrape with
that The Implement slipped and the cor-
ner

¬

cut right Into the pupil of my eye I
finished the piece with a handkerchief to
my face and went to New York for the
purpose of rehearsing my role in Tho
Casino Girl

You know The Man In the Moon Jr
closes here or Saturday interpolated Mr
Wesley

The wound got worse and wor3e 1

visited a phv iclan and he advised me to
rest In twenty years I have never missed
a show however and I didnt care to be-

gin
¬

then So the doctor squirted some
some

Belladonna prompted Mr Schlndler- -
and I returned to Philadelphia

When I reached the town I couldnt havo
seen a while elephant standing against a
moonless night Ot course it wasnt so
hard to be blind in Philadelphia but I had
fears that the state might be continued
So I stayed out of the cast three evenings
and my place wasfa 4n by Schlndler

The conductor laHyhfd
Paul was a thing of bsauty and a Joy

forever In the part quoth Mr Wesley
He only 1 ncw what he had caught from i

fti front and he always spoke his lines out
of place When I did my dance In the
first act the orchestra didnt get my accom-
paniment

¬

right and Paul came down stage
inakc up and all to direct He didnt want
to bo pttaheds Into the footlight trough
either you remember that Incident be ¬

tween Sara and me and fought like a Tro-
jan

¬

when I tried to shove him He wa3
a wonder

Well said Mr Schlndler youd be a
woise musician than I was a comedian

And the porter knocked at the door to
request two seats for that night

THE LOUNGERS LEAGUE

They were discussing wit in the Loung ¬

ers League
There gravely observed the Vice

President whose general unpopularity
was due largely to the superiority ot his
attainments is a mental quality lacking
which mankind would have
much gentler It is a weapon and like
other weapons Is carried chiefly hy the
weak Possession prompt3 its use and pro- -
flcleficy in handling It as Shakespeare
says of the rapier breeds reputation The
stllletto of the craven the sword of the
bravado the

Wit queried the Senrgeut-t-Arm- s

in astonishment
Quick as a gasp the Vice President

turned oa the Interrupter One of those
things which jou hive not he explained

Come Come the President admon ¬

ished
Tbe Vice President seemed sorry But

thero Is my roirit he remarked Be-

cause
¬

the blade was at my side I struck
There is no fencing with the steel On-

lookers
¬

do not laugh until some one is
stabbed The famous thrusters Invariably
have been Infamous slaughterers Pope
was a butcher Sidney Smith cut deep
est when he wanted most

Which was
Do you remember bearing his reply to

the Jeers that followed his proposal to pave
Ihe streets of London with blocks of wood
The councilman had objected Impossible
Not at all answered Smith Gentlemen

lay your bead3 together and the thing ia
done

We are being civilize quoth tho First
Member The brisht folk of today arc less
reckless Can jou wish for a pleasaater
wit than is Richard Mansfield An ac-

quaintance
¬

once observed to the actor I
am told that In youth you lived by your
painting No returned Mr Mansfleld
Despite It

And yet arguen ine v ice rresiuent
It waa Mr Mansfield who overheard a

Jealous star at a rivals well attended
performance of Othelo comment- - I won ¬

der how much bad work the public will
tolerate in Shakespearean dramas and
who suggested Why dont yo t try them

The cut waa deserved applauded the
President

Mr Mansfield witnessed a dispute be ¬

tween two dinner guests a few months ago
at the Holland House put In the First
Member A was claiming that a player
like a poet was born B urged that a
player like a painter was made Both
appealed to tho actor In my opinion
ludgesi ir viansaeiu a player like Izavk
Waltons angler ds first born and then
made

Which wasnt half bad
Ill give you a better example of my

Ideas quoth the Vice President George
Cohan who comes to the Grand next
week with the Behman people became In-

volved
¬

In an argument with celebrated
recruit from the legitimate for wuo u he
had contracted to write a sketch Mr Co- -

tun beat his verbal antagonist to a cor-
ner

¬

from which that Indlvldca was prono
to erj i You are impertinent You would
be too was the retort were you bright
enough

I should call that merely smart the
First Member corrected

It smarted
The purest wit said the Treasurer

leaves no wound To me Dickens seens
to have been a greater satirist than wai
Thackeray I had rather read John Ken
drlck Iiangs Th Masters Pen than altthe gall tracings of those Englishmen who
were bred In the time tf Elizabeth--

And Jerome K Jerome
A humorist
If you take up humor chimed in thoVice President I must cite a remark madeto me In New York recently by the cder ofBehmans Rossow midgets I was waiotng

down the street with the llttlo fellow and
was talking over the Boer war I recalled
to him the axiom that for every man
killed In battle theTvelght of two men was
fired In lead and powder That caauot ln- -
vanaDIy apply he objected whimsically
I alTon only a quarter target and my
heft is less than that of the chap who

presects a whole one
The President was gloomy

We are getting away from tbe subject
suggested the First Member The Vlca
President has urged that wit Is as painful
as Is dentistry

Painless dentistry quoth the Treas-
urer

¬

and ho has not been corrected I be-
lieve

¬
that only the wit of the weak must

have for its topic tho weaknesses of oth-
ers

¬
Many of the kindliest of our poets

have been celebrated for their repartee I
cannot see that the example of a few play-ers ¬

need be adopted to prove the Vice Pres ¬
ident s point Whit do you think MrPresident

The Presidents Kloom Increased
This has been a halt hour feast of reason he commented ami during that pe-

riod
¬

nothing else has been partaken of I
Ihlnk that tho flowing bowl always Is
preferablo to a flow ot soul and I movo
that the Secretary bo a3l ed to calla waiter

GOSSIP OF THE RIALT0

sEW YORK Feb 21 Melodrama of
the moat rabid sort constitutes tho prin-
cipal

¬

novelty offered In town this week
Charles Frohmans production of heart
Are Trumps at the Carden being one
of the only two premieres provldee Tho
piece enjoyed considerable success at the
Drury Laee in London and promises to
do well- - here though as a play pure and
simple its merits are few This Lr
however Is forgotten In the excellence of
tho Interpreting cast and In the Ingenl
ousness of the mechanical devices Tho
story ot Cecil Raleighs work deaU with
a Michael Wain an old
who returns from Australia with a fortune
and the determination of being revenged
upon the family of a decej ed lord who
had cheated a brotEer out of Its fsrra
Wain does not know that his relative --vas
tne nusnand of tht3 lords daughter iirwhom ho had a child Accordingly bo
goes In for his vengeance with eagerness
that soon Involves all concerned and that
affords ample opportunities to the vil-
lain

¬
his assistants and tho stage carpent-

er- Heart3 Are Trumps U enacted by
a company which Includes Ameia Blg
ham E M Holland May Buckley Flor¬
ence Robinson Eleanor Morretti Jessie
Bualey Edwin Arden S Miller Kent Sid¬
ney Herbert and Sara Perry Among tho
scenes shown 13 a representation cf tho
wings at a concert hall a settlns qulto
remtsiscst of Zaza and another of a
precipice in the Alps Hearts Are
Tramps at least Is an Improvement on

The Degenerates- - and Is likely to run
through the season

The second of the premieres was furnish¬
ed on Thursday night at the Bijou whero
May Irwin has concluded her engagement
In Sister Mary The new offering Is en ¬
titled Aunt Hannah the exposition ot
tha family being continued It is a musi-
cal

¬
farce the melodies telng-- the work ot

A B Sloan while Clay M Greene and
Matthew J Royal are responsible for tha
lyrics and book Aunt Hannah is qulto
amusing

The fasi ot Is being sung by the Cas ¬

tle Square people at the American whero
Maude Lillian Rerri Clinton Elder Mlro
Delamotte Frank Moutan Charles Mey-
ers

¬

arrl Clssie Ioftus are In the cast MIs3
LofTus la a well known mimic who has
taken up opera only temporarily Tio
combination and stock houses are going on
with their regular routine and the RlUta
Is quiet In so far as productions arc con ¬

cerned
A number fjjhj current qttractions still

do an excellenCb dness arid will remain
here for seme tinted Up to date no suc ¬
cessors have been named for Broadway to
Tokio which Is at the New York- - Ben
Hur which Is at the Broadway Brother
Officers which p at the Empire When
We Were Twentt one which Is at tho
Knickerbocker t Naughty Anthony
which is at the Herald Square Sherlock
Holmes which Is at tha Garrick Papas
Wife which is at the Manhattan Sap-
pho

¬

which Is at Wallacks The Ambas-
sador

¬

which Is at Dalys Coralie Co
Dressmakers which Is at the Madison
Square The SurprUes of Love which Is
at the Lyceum and Way Down East
which Is at the Academy Shortly James

C Hackct will follow Maude Adams at
the Criterion Tim Murphy will follow

been Chinncey Olcott at the Fourteenth Streetlln llnlln1 wilt Cnltn V SIIlrt Clfl- -

at the Fifth Avenue Mamselle Awkins
will follow Chris and the Wonderful
Lamp at the Victoria and The Casino
Girl will follow The Princess Chic at
the Casino

At the Criterion on Monday a ttniquo
entertainment is promised in an exhibi ¬
tion of 347 life sized pictures of scenes
from plays that have been done here with ¬
in the past decade The photographs aro
by Joseph Byron and admittance will bo
by invitation only

bfnee Olga Nethersoles local produc-
tion

¬
of Clyde Fitchs drama managers

have gone Sappho mad and a dozen ver-
sions

¬
of the piece are to be exploited Har-

lem
¬

even has an organization known aa
the Sappho Burlesquers Which as a
matter of fact all these companies prom-
ise

¬

to bA NANCY STKES

BRIEFLY TOLD

Mtae Mclba is to be married
William Gillettes season In Sherlock

Holmes will close early In April
Tess of the DUrbervllIes Is to be

acted in England and Australia though
not by Mrs Flske

Jennle Yeamans will he seen as a boy
In the coming Koster Dials production
of Jhe Regatta Girl

Olive ReJpath of Naugthy Anthony
Is to go a starrlng Few women in her
line are better qualified

The receipts of the first ninety two per ¬
formances of Ben Hur given at tha
Broadway Theatre amounted to tlSISfa

Harry B Smith and Reginald de Koven
are writing a sequel to Robin Hood
The piece will be entitled The- Sheriff ot
Nottingham

The New York critics apeak most highly
of tho work of Percy ieach a Washing-
ton

¬
boy who is supposing Lillian Burk

bart In vaudeville
Israel Zangwllt ha3 sued the Now York

Sun for damages said to have been sus-
tained

¬

by him through Franklin Fyles
criticism of Children ot the Ghetto

Justin Huntly McCarthy la said to bo
writing a comedy for Thomas Wise tho
exceedingly clever actor who was seen
here most recently as the prospector In

The Last Chapter
Walter Stetson a Washingtonlac ami

Selma Forrester have closed with he A
Busy Day company and are on the Proc-
tor

¬

circuit with their new George Cohan
skit I Want to Know

After a run of hardly over two months
a run sustained bj-- the aid of every means
at tbe power of Its producers Chris and
tlie Wonderful Lamp is about to be taken
out of New York Evidently The Times
Judgment of Glen Macdonoughs bril-
liant

¬

work was not far wrong after alL
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